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06 October 2017 
Dear Linda, 
 
ECCLR Committee scrutiny of Scottish Government draft budget 2018-
19 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECCLR) Committee 
has agreed to focus its scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s draft Budget 
2018/19 on the Rural Affairs, Food and the Environment (RAFE) Strategic 
research portfolio and to consider the key agencies (Scottish Natural 
Heritage, the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency), Marine Scotland, 
Scotland’s Rural University College and Scottish Water. 

The Committee has issued a call for evidence and will be writing to main 
research providers (MRPs), key agencies and stakeholders in advance of 
publication of the budget. We would also welcome clarification from the 
Scottish Government on a number of points, set out below. 

The Scottish Government’s website states it is investing around £48m a 
year over 2016-2021 into a portfolio of strategic research to ensure that 
Scotland  maintains its position at the very cutting edge of advances in 
agriculture, food and the environment.  It further states that “this will continue 
to build an evidence base to support policy needs in the rural affairs, food and 
environment portfolio and contribute to the delivery of National Outcomes and 
the Scottish Government's Purpose.” 

The Committee understands in 2017-2018, the portfolio of research is 
made up of the following investments and would welcome your response to 
the following questions: 

Strategic Research Programme 

£35.3m is allocated in 2017/18 to the Strategic Research Programme 
(SRP) supporting three main themes of research:  Natural Assets; 
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Productive and Sustainable Land Management and Rural Economies; and 
Food, Health and Wellbeing. 

 What is the Programme governance structure and how has this been 
determined? 

 How is the programme of strategic research developed? How are the 
priorities identified and the needs of end users assessed, and what role 
do stakeholders and the MRPs have in this? 

 What monitoring, evaluation and reporting framework is in place to 
assess the impact of the research programme on the delivery of the 
SG purpose and the objectives and targets of the National 
Performance Framework? 

 How are the programmes funded? Are they match funded from other 
sources? and if so the Committee would welcome the figures for this 
within each theme 

 Is the funding provided for a set time period related to specific 
outcomes or is it granted on a rolling programme? and how flexible is 
the funding allocation if circumstances or priorities change? 

 What is the anticipated impact of the UK exit from the EU, particularly 
in terms of the themes of the programme (the work packages and 
research deliverables), the funding allocations within the themes and 
the capacity of the MRPs to deliver the programme? 

Centres of Expertise 

£5.2m is currently allocated to three Centres of Expertise, forming what the 
Scottish Government refers to as “an important policy-research interface on 
the issues of water resources, animal disease outbreaks, climate change and 
plant health”.  The Committee understands it is intended that a fourth Centre 
of Expertise on Plant Health will be commissioned during 2016. 

 What is the purpose of the virtual centres of expertise? How were they 
identified and established and what is their lifespan? 

 How are the centres managed and how do they work with other higher 
education institutes and research providers? 

 How is the work of the centres determined and how does this align with 
or complement the research within the MRPs? 

 How are the centres funded (on a contract or rolling programme basis), 
what proportion of their funding comes from the Scottish Government 
and how is the level of funding from the Scottish Government identified 
and assessed? 

 How does the work of the centres link with areas of Scottish 
Government policy priority and the needs of end users, what is the 
anticipated output of their work and how does this contribute to the 
National Performance Framework? 

 How does the Scottish Government support research capacity and 
development of expertise out with the centres of expertise? 

 What work is the Scottish Government currently undertaking or 
planning with stakeholders to identify opportunities for further centres? 
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Innovation Funding 

£0.3m is allocated in 2017/18 to innovation funding aimed at levering 
knowledge from the Strategic Research Programme into joint projects with 
industrial collaborators.  

 What is the purpose of the innovation fund? 

 Is 2017-18 the first year of the operation of the fund? 

 How has the funding been allocated for this year and what were the 
assessment criteria? 

 How does the fund link with or complement other collaborative 
arrangements? 

 How significant is cross border collaboration within and out with the 
UK? 

 How will success be measured and does the Scottish Government 
anticipate extending the amount of funding allocated to this in future 
years? 

Underpinning Capacity 

£8.9m is allocated to underpinning capacity at the main research providers to, 
ensure key assets which support research are maintained and their long term 
sustainability secured. 

 How is a key asset determined, what are the range of key assets and 
where are they located? 

 What activities are supported, what are the costs attached to each, 
which MRP delivers these and what are the expected outcomes? 

 How are the funds allocated? is this on a project basis or as part of a 
rolling programme? 

 How is effectiveness of this funding allocation monitored, evaluated 
and assessed? 

Scottish Environment, Food and Agriculture Research Institute 

£0.8m is allocated to knowledge exchange to create a focal point for strategic 
research programme communications in 2017/18. The Committee 
understands the intention is this will ensure the outputs and outcomes of 
research are disseminated effectively to a wide range of stakeholders the 
broader benefits of the research are maximised.  

 Why and when was SEFARI established and does it have a fixed 

lifespan? 

 What are its priorities and programme of work and how is this 

established? 

 How does the Scottish Government plan to monitor and review the 

success of the programme?  

Contract Funding 
 

 The funds available through the contract research budget have 

declined significantly. How has this impacted the delivery of National 

Outcomes? 



Economic and Other Surveys 
 
The Committee would also welcome clarification on the budget for Economic 
and Other Surveys: 
 

 How is this budget prioritised and what are the criteria for spending 

decisions? 

 What monitoring, evaluation and reporting framework is in place to 
assess the impact of this budget on the delivery of the SG purpose and 
the objectives and targets of the National Performance Framework? 

 What projects has it funded in 2017/18 and what are the anticipated 

funding priorities for 2018/19? 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) 
 
£11.277m is allocated to the RBGE in 2017/18 

 What process is used to agree the RBGE budget? 

 What is this budget allocated to? 

 Do you expect the budget for the RBGE to increase or decrease in the 

coming years? 

General  
 

 Is CAMERAS currently operational? If so, what are its strategic 

priorities and programme of action and what is the predicted annual 

cost of delivery? 

 What does the Scottish Government consider to be the key challenges 

for the research community and research funding over the next 10 

years 

 Specifically what is the estimated impact of withdrawal from Europe on 

the research community and funding available to rural, food and 

environment research in Scotland? 

 What steps in the Scottish Government taking to address those 

challenges 

 How much additional funding does the Scottish Government research 

budget lever into research in Scotland? 

Should you wish clarification of the points please contact the clerks to the 
Committee. We request a response by 31 October 2017. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
  


